
President-Elect

Marta S. Izydorczyk is currently 
a research scientist and program 
manager of milling and malting and 
research on barley and other grains 
at the Grain Research Laboratory, 
Canadian Grain Commission, and an 
adjunct professor in the Department of 
Food Science, University of Manito-
ba, Winnipeg, Canada. Marta holds 
a bachelor’s degree from the Ryerson 
Polytechnical University in Toronto 
and a master’s degree in food science 

and Ph.D. degree in food and nutritional sciences from the Universi-
ty of Manitoba.
 Marta’s first encounter with the AACCI community took 
place at the 1989 AACCI Annual Meeting in Washington, DC, where 
she delivered her first international presentation and received the 
Best Student Paper Award from the Rheology Division. Since then, 
she has been an active participant in AACCI endeavors, serving as 
a member of the Publications Task Force, Scientific Advisory Panel, 
Program Team for the 2006 World Grain Summit, and AACCI Board 
of Directors (2011–2014). She co-edited the first Special Issue of Ce-
real Chemistry in 2010 focused on Molecular Diversity and Health 
Benefits of Carbohydrates from Cereals and Pulses. She has served as 
an associate and senior editor of Cereal Chemistry and as a member 
of the AACCI Oat and Barley Products Technical Committee and 
Carbohydrate Division.

Marta’s Views. It is a great honor and privilege to be nominated 
to serve as AACCI president-elect, a premier worldwide organiza-
tion for the advancement of grain science. AACC International has 
always supported its members through services, publications, and 
meetings and served the global community with trustworthy and 
scientifically verified information on grains and grain-based prod-
ucts. With rapid changes in science, technology, environment, and 
the global economy, the association needs to continuously develop 
and adapt in order to address the changing needs of its members. I 
feel, therefore, that it is a great privilege but also a great responsibility 
to participate in building the strength and shaping the future of this 
organization.
 In my view, it is of utmost importance that we expand and 
promote scientific excellence and technological expertise within 
the organization and continue to disseminate high-quality informa-
tion in an effective and useful manner. AACCI can play a key role 
in fostering international research collaboration, not only across 
geographies, but also across disciplines. Facilitating contact among 
academic and industrial members from various parts of the world, 
reaching out to other scientific and technological societies, and link-
ing with other disciplines, such as biomedical, environmental, and 
material sciences, will deepen and expand the scientific dimensions 
of the AACCI community. Our association must spare no effort to 
attract burgeoning scientists, students, and technologists by support-
ing and nurturing their career development and encouraging them 
to undertake in-depth, cutting-edge, highest quality research. We can 
do this in a variety of ways, including by offering special workshops, 
apprenticeships, visiting stipends, acknowledgments, and announce-
ments of achievements, tribute lectures, and similar initiatives.
 AACCI must remain attentive to the regional differences 
and varied needs of its members. Through focus groups, forums, 
and discussions, AACCI may provide opportunities for adapting 
internationally available knowledge to local conditions and specific 
requirements and accepting novel technologies, as well as play a role 

in harmonizing definitions, regulations, and legislation.
 With the knowledge, expertise, and scientific wisdom of its 
community at its disposal, AACCI is in an excellent position to assume 
a leadership role in formulating credible and reliable statements on 
emerging and sensitive issues relating to the safety, health benefits, 
processing, and quality of cereal-based products. Providing such 
trustworthy, scientifically verified information to its members, health 
professionals, the public, and policy makers is especially important in 
the modern era of overabundant news.

Larisa Cato is a wheat quality technical mar-
kets manager in the National Wheat Quality 
Research & Innovation Division of the 
Australian Export Grains Innovation Centre 
(AEGIC). Prior to assuming her current 
position Larisa was a cereal chemist with the 
Department of Agriculture and Food WA 
responsible for research, development, and 
innovation, ensuring the Western Australia 
wheat industry was internationally com-
petitive. Previous to that position she was a 
research scientist with the Australian Wheat 

Board (AWB Ltd.) leading the Asian Products Division.
Larisa holds a Ph.D. degree from RMIT University, Melbourne, Austra-
lia, and is well versed in the wheat quality requirements of Australian 
international markets. Larisa is internationally recognized as an expert 
in the field of wheat quality and end-product requirements. She pos-
sesses a unique set of skills, combining scientific, technical, and market 
expertise. Her research interests include Asian products (starch and 
protein quality requirements for various Asian noodle styles) and baking 
systems (innovation in baking).
Larisa has served as a cochair of the AACCI Asian Products Technical 
Committee since 2009 and in 2017 began cochairing the Bread Baking 
Methods Technical Committee.

Larisa’s Views. It is an honor and a privilege to be nominated to serve 
the organization as a director on the 2019 AACCI Board of Directors. 
I fully respect the past accomplishments of AACCI and look forward 
to contributing to the even greater future of the rebranded Cereals 
& Grains Association, making it a truly global leader for cereal grain 
science, innovation, research, collaboration, and technical/training 
education worldwide.
I would stimulate partnerships with other scientific organizations, advo-
cating for science as fundamental for well-being and core to the mission 
of the organization.
In my role as a director I will strive to

• Provide scientific leadership to AACCI
• Work with other relevant organizations to coordinate scientific and 
technical/training programs
• Support the development of young and new AACCI members

I look forward to continuing to support AACCI in its growth and evolu-
tion, as the association has helped me over the last 15 years. n

Director
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